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12.0 THE WRITING SYSTEM 


A romanized system for writing New Ithkuil has been employed throughout this website for the convenience of those wishing to more easily see how the morpho-phonology 
and lexico-morphology of the language operates. However, the native writing system for New Ithkuil is unique to the language and is neither an alphabet, nor syllabary, nor 
ideographic system of writing, but rather is morpho-phonemic, that is, the graphic characters employed to display the written language convey both phonological and 
morphological (i.e., grammatical) information, by which the reader constructs the intended words being conveyed based upon the reader’s knowledge of the grammar of 
the language. 


This morpho-phonemic principle can be illustrated by the following simple and crude analogy using Roman characters: suppose the past tense written form of the verb “go” 
in English were “g@” (pronounced “went”), where the diagonal bar through the vowel-letter conveys a change from present to past tense. This would be an example of a 
morpho-phonemic script, where the characters convey whatever phonetic information cannot be predicted, but where predictable forms (e.g., an English speaker’s 
knowledge that the past-tense form of “go” is “went”) are conveyed by a symbol or graphic modification indicating the intended morphological change only (e.g., change the 
verb to past tense), without any graphic representation of the phonetics of the resulting word itself. 


Consequently, the New Ithkuil writing system provides characters to convey the basic consonants needed to display the unpredictable parts of a word, whether it be a 
lexemic root, the Cy portion of a VyCg Affix, or a specific Referential category, but otherwise provides only diacritic-like augmentations, patterned mutations of phonetic 


characters, or specialized glyphs, each conveying morphological (i.e., grammatical) modifications by which the reader uses their knowledge of the grammar to phonetically 
instantiate the correct word. 


Sequence of Written Characters for Formatives 


Primary Character Secondary Secondary Secondary Tertiary Quarternary 
Character Character(s) Character(s) Character Character 
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Relation Cr Cy 
Concatenation Status Main Root (Slot V) 
Stem 
Specification 
Function 
Context 
Version 
Ca (Affiliation, Configuration, 
Plexity, Perspective, Extension, 
Essence) 


[rotated] 


Cs 

(Slot VII) 
[character is 
laterally rotated 
180 degrees] 


Valence 
Phase 
Effect 
Aspect 
Level 


V/V 

plus 

Mood and/or 
Case-Scope 


For a Concatenated Pair of formatives, each formative is simply written separately, first the concatenated formative, then the parent formative. There is no distinction made 
between the two except that the subscript diacritic on the word-initial Primary Character of the concatenated formative shows the concatenation status (see below). 


12.1 Primary Characters 


A Primary Character is word-initial and shows Vp Specification, Function, and Context, plus Vy Version and Stem, plus all C, information of a formative. It also indicates the 


Relation/Concatenation status of the formative. The figures below display how to write a Primary Character. 


Figure 1: Showing Specification, Context, Relation and Concatenation Status on a Primary Character: 


4 Contexts shown by super-posed diacritic 
4 Perspectives a * 4 Affiliations 
x 6 Extentions ; es x 2 Essences 


- 4 Stems 
X2 Functions 
me x 2 Versions 
j x 2 Plexities 


4 Specifications 
10 Configurations 
we 


3 Relations x 2 Concatenation shown by under-posed diacritic 
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3 Relations 

(placed beneath the Primary 
Character ofa parentor 
standalone formative only) 


Noun 


Unframed 
Verb 
Framed 
Verb 


4Sp 


2 Concatenations 
(placed beneath the 
Primary Characterofa 
concatenated formative Type-2 


Type-1 
Concatenation 


only) Concatenation 


ecifications Handwritten forms shown in blue 


s We XL ae Xr 


Figure 2: Showing Perspective and Extension on a Primary Character 


4 Contexts shown by super-posed diacritic 


4 Perspectives 
x 6 Extentions 


4 Affiliations 
x 2 Essences 


4 Stems 

X2 Functions 
x 2 Versions 

x 2 Plexities 


3 Relationsx 2 Concatenationsshown by under-posed diacritic 
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4 Perspectives x 6 Extensions Handwritten forms shown in blue 


Figure 3: Showing Configuration, Affiliation, and Essence on a Primary Character 


4 Contexts shown by super-posed diacritic 


4 Perspectives ote 4 Affiliations 
x 6 Extentions . - ‘ x 2 Essences 
‘ 


4 Stems 
X2 Functions 
x 2 Versions 


x 2 Plexities 
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3 Relationsx 2 Concatenations shown by under-posed diacritic 


4 Affiliations x 2 Essences: 


HSSVUK H&L LGV 


VAR ASO COA 


10 Configurations (Plexity [U/M vs. D] shown with Stem, Function & Version on next page): 


SEATS SDAHS 


Figure 4: Showing Stem, Function, Version, and Plexity on a Primary Character: 


Function 


Version 


‘ 
‘ 
X2 Functions - : 
‘ x 2 Versions IN - i. : SJ inl x ‘S 
tad ‘ > 


oe a 3 \ 
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Stem 2 Ww AMA “YY 23 g *? i S 8D 


Handwritten forms shown in blue stems WD, - SVG YS) C 7 . * 
NOTE: Any word-initial Primary Character Steen "0" 927\\e ST Lin SS The S ™ 


consisting of a plain diagonal bar (i.e., being 
“default” CSL/UPX/DEL/M/NRM/PRC/STA/ 

BSC/EXS/Stem.10n a nominal formative) may Function DYN 
be elided if the word is in sentence-initial SS 


position. 


Version 
If the word is an unconcatenated verb, the 
diagonal bar may also be elided and the 


underposed dotor horizontal bar showing Plexity 
verbal status will instead be placed at the mid- 
line to the left of the first character (i.e., the 

Stem1 


Secondary character), butonly as long as the 


‘ 
word is sentence-initial. : 


so | SUG YE PUG ESL 
sem WAG WV VG SOV 
smo |S LL ES ALTS W DAU 


Figure 5: Example of a Primary Character 


Example: 
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12.2 Secondary Characters 


Secondary Characters immediately follow the Primary Character and are used for showing consonantal information for the Slot III Vp affix as well as the consonantal C, 
information for any Slot V and Slot VII VyC. affixes. The 28 forms below are the “core” characters, whose “top” and “bottom” ends then take extensions in order to prefix or 
suffix additional consonants shown in Sec. 12.2.1 below. Handwritten forms are shown in blue. 


pom | on | | both Primary and Secondary Characters | ¢ | oh 


have their diagonal segments curved 
\ L N Ly t 4 inward or outward so that there are no rm a L, La 
diagonal end-points, only vertical or 


horizontal end-points. 
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12.2.1 Consonantal Extensions to Secondary Characters 


h 


Placeholder 
Character 


vertical 


diagonal 


horizontal 


vertical 


diagonal 


horizontal 


vertical 


The following figures show the various “extensions” to the upper and lower “ends” of Secondary Characters in order to indicate consonant clusters (e.g., 


applying an “s”-extension to a core “k”-Secondary Character, results in a consonantal value of “sk”. Applying these extensions to the upper end of a core 


consonant character adds a preceding consonant to that shown by the core character. Extensions applied to the lower end add a following consonant. 


Additional consonants may be added by applying these extensions to a “placeholder” character which, if used, immediately follows the consonantal 
character. 


p t k 


“Yb Yh mJ tH f LT I 
NN KR Sy AY 


6 DEN feeA a wo 
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diagonal NG ~\ 
horizontal = >) (- ~) 


Vv 


vertical yy Le y k 
diagonal aN NE 
horizontal = AN y “A 


m 
vertical 4| [L 1 a 
diagonal ”AN SG 
horizontal = —J oH cage 


| 
vertical ths -| ) F 
diagonal i 
NS 
horizontal Qu —o Mile ime, 
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vena ANIL PCE’ thy hs or w 
diagonal KR K&S» hy tk Sy 


horizontal <“~7 Wo — ae oF t= 4 r-- U4 f= am ,, 


‘ z j 
vertical “11 “4 ln An jor Yh rf £BT4 aA Vt 2s 
diagonal DpR YJ FAW N\I AN aN SL 


horizontal L= Vu o _# ae 7 ho Fez =y =) 


Ww gemination of core consonant 


oe ae ALAL T5 TL 
diagonal fh] Y AY QS 


horizontal f= ay a “aa al <K-=_-—-~ Hare ~% 
h ¢ gemination of other extension 
nA. Sr A 
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vertical a ae (Vv a (YM a ig N 


f ¢ 
diagonal g Y < » & % 
horizontal L£ “7 2. = = $§ > -_ a af 


12.2.2 Using Secondary Characters to Show V,C-, Affixes 


Use the Secondary Characters with their extensions for any Slot V C, character(s), placed immediately following the Cp character. Use the following underposed diacritics to 
show Degree: 


V,C,: The character takes a underposed diacritic to show V, Degree: 


1 3 


2 4 5 6 C, stacking Degree “0” 
-7~ Ff FD for® € “_ «6 
~ j | * & al o 


6 


To show Type-2 or Type-3 VyCz affixes: For Type-2 V,Ce affixes add a super-posed dot diacritic above the character; for Type-3 affixes, use a super-posed bar diacritic. 


To show Slot VII V,C, affixes: Place any Slot VII C, character(s) immediately after any Slot V C, character(s) but rotate the character 180 degrees (i.e, they are upside-down 
but not horizontal mirror-images). Type-2 and Type-3 Slot VII affixes are marked using the same superposed dot or bar diacritics as above. 


he rotated consonant characters used for Slot VII VyCg. affixes are shown in Sec. 12.2.3 below. 


Note on showing Affixual Scoping: While the spoken language allows for the use of Affixual Adjuncts to indicate scoping in addition to (or as a substitute for) the ordering of 
affixes in Slots V and VII of a formative, the written language makes do only with the sequential ordering of the Secondary C, character(s) within a formative (i.e., it is up to 


the reader as to whether to interpret the affixes as being spoken as an affixual adjunct rather than within the formative). Nevertheless, there is one diacritic mark used with 
Secondary C, character(s) — a dot placed along the right side of a Secondary C, character, to show that the affix has scope over the entire formative as a whole, including 
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Valence, Mood or Case, IIlocution & Validation, etc. 


12.2.3. Rotated Secondary Characters 


Rotated Secondary Characters are identical to standard Secondary characters except they are laterally rotated 180 degrees. They are used to show any Slot VII VyCg affix(es) 
and are placed immediately following any Slot V VyCg affix(es), or immediately after the first (non-rotated) Consonant Character if there is no Slot V VyCz affix. Any Type-2 
VyCz affix is shown by a super-posed dot diacritic, while a Type-3 VyCg affix is shown by a superposed horizontal bar diacritic. Rotated Secondary Characters are also used 


to show Specialized C, roots and Specialized Personal-Reference roots, as explained in Sec. 12.2.4 below. 


Page 12 of 22 


12.2.4 Showing Specialized C,-Roots and Specialized Personal-Reference Roots 


Rotated Secondary Characters are also used to show a Specialized C,-Root where the Slot III Cp infix is replaced by a the C, consonantal form of a V,Cz affix (see Sec. 10.3), 


as well as a Specialized Personal-Reference Root where the Slot III Cp infix is replaced by a single or combination Referential affix (see Sec. 10.4). 


To show a Specialized C,-Root, use a rotated Secondary Characters shown shown above in place of the initial (non-rotated) Secondary Character representing Cp. 
use of a rotated Secondary Character immediately following the word-initial Primary Character that indicates to the reader that the word is a Specialized C.-Root. 


It is the 


A Specialized Personal-Reference Root is indicated using a rotated Secondary Character in place of the initial (non-rotated) Secondary Character representing Cp, exactly the 


same as a Specialized C.-Root immediately above, except that the rotated Secondary Character carries a super-posed dot diacritic. 


12.3 Tertiary Characters 


A Tertiary Character is a composite character placed after all Secondary Characters. It indicates Valence, Aspect, Phase, Effect, & Level. 


Character Form: \\ MSN NOU he NG \\ A. N\ XA 


Aspect, or EFFECT: neutral 1/BEN 2/BEN 3/BEN SLF/BEN UNKNOWN SLF/DET 3/DET 2/DET 1/DET 


Phase, or 
Effect PHASE: PCT ITR REP ITM RCT FRE FRG VAC FLC 


sh 4) UL WL JS Wo ATV MK 
mer Vance | me me ee kd 


% MNO PRim=—\ CROW ICP CPL DUP» DEM——/) CNG——M PTI) 


NOTE: The horizontal Valence segment is mandatory. A Phase or Effect segment is also mandatory unless there are two aspects shown 
(one in upper half, one in lower half). A plain default CTX/MNO character is elided. 


LEVEL ASPECT 

Shown by diacritic on Tertiary 

Character, >» 2 + 2 2 + GC @&@ G& 
superposed = Absolute RTRSY PRS SY OHABNL PRGNN IMM Pcs REG“ SMMCg ATP, 


underposed = Relative 


Page 13 of 22 


MIN@® —— suR ¢ , Cc TFT wr erry FT 4 


se ia RIMS CSS@T— PAU RGR PCL” CNT RYICS TD eEXPIRP 4 


DFc 4y MAX «= PMP amy CLM —y ™P_4 XPD sy UM 4 cPO PTC ) PPR amy 


FR 4 SPQ “7 — =~ st a om, —_ 


EQU f oS 


DcLe_ cCLQ  CULZ IMDp TRO, ys Te MIVAL SON 


12.4 Quarternary Characters 


A Quarternary Character is placed immediately after any Tertiary Character. It is used for displaying Vc Case and Vx Illocution+Validation, as well as Cyy Mood and Cc Case- 
Scope. Vc and Vx are shown by extensions to the top and bottom ends of a plain vertical bar. Mood and Case-Scope are indicated by diacritics shown in Sec. 12.4.1 below. 


“If Tre 77 


TRANSRELATIVE APPOSITIVE ASSOCIATIVE ADVERBIAL RELATIONAL AFFINITIVE SPATIO-TEMP!| SPATIO-TEMP Il 


cE SEER JL EL 


NOTE: The RLT, VOC, NAV, and PLM cases (which do not use Vowel Sequence Tier No. 8), are written using the Case No. 9 extension, not No. 


ILLOCUTION : 


A «& M > uw 8&8 FPF 4 ¢ 
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ASR DIR DEC IRG VIR ADM POT HOR CN 


VALIDATION (used with ASR Illocution only): 
OBS REC PUP RPR IMA CVN 


Handwritten forms of Quaternary characters follow the same patterns as vertical consonant extensions. 


ITU INF USP 


12.4.1 Diacritics Used with Quarternary Characters 


Diacritic marks are used on Quarternary Characters to show Case-Scope, Mood, as well as Case-Accessor Affixes and Case-Stacking affixes. 


Mood: Shown via a superposed diacritic above a Quaternary Character, as shown below. 


FAC SUB ASM SPC COU HYP 

¢ j or >) ¢ a 

CCN CCA ccs cca CCP CCV 
(or zero) 


Case-Scope: Shown via an underposed diacritic below a Quarternary Character, as shown above 


Case-Accessor Affixes: These are composed of a Quaternary Character indicating Case, accompanied by special diacritics. 


RegularCase-Accessor: under-posed 


SY J 


Page 15 of 22 


Inverse Case-Accessor: under-posed 


sm fN 


Type-2 or Type-3 Case-Accessor affixes: For Type-2 add a super-posed dot diacritic above the Quaternary character; for Type-3, use a super-posed bar diacritic above the 
Quaternary character. 


Distinguishing Case-Accessor Affixes in Slot V vs. Slot VII: If necessary to distinguish a Slot VII case-accessor affix from one in Slot V, the one in Slot Vil adds a dot to the 
diacritic as follows: 


Case-Stacking: A second case, with scope over the first, is shown by simply adding a gnd Quaternary Character immediately after the first. 


12.4.2 Alternative To Using Quaternary Characters — Showing V- /V, Using Diacritics on the Cp, Character 


If Mood and Case-scope are default FAC/CCN (so that there are no diacritics above or below the Quaternary Vc /V, Character), then the option exists to dispense with the 
Quaternary character and instead show Vc or Vx on the Cp consonantal root character using the superposed and underposed diacritics shown below: 


Showing Vc Case: 


Superposed: 
TRANSRELATIVE APPOSITIVE ASSOCIATIVE ADVERBIAL RELATIONAL = AFFINITIVE SPATIO- SPATIO- 
TEMP | TEMP Il 
Under- 
posed: J] 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
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Showing V, Illocution/Validation: 


Super- 

posed: ASR DIR DEC IRG VRF ADM POT HOR CNJ 
° _ ~ > “y han 5 Cc 

Under- 

posed: OBS REC PUP RPR IMA CVN ITU INF USP 


12.4.3 Showing Referentials 


To show a referential, use a Quaternary Character followed by a Secondary Character (with extensions if needed) to indicate the specific personal referent(s) with a 
superposed horizontal bar diacritic on the Secondary Character. Dual-referent adjuncts are written as two referentials next to each other. To show case-stacking ona 
Referential, place the second Quarternary Character AFTER the Secondary Character (i.e., so that the Secondary Character is sandwiched between the two Quarternary 
Characters. 


12.5 Bias Characters 


Bias Characters are used to show a Bias Adjunct. If sentence-initial, place immediately the Bias Character before the first formative or referential without a space between 
them. Likewise, if sentence-final, place the Bias Character immediately after the last formative or referential without a space between them. If used as a standalone 
sentence of its own, separate it from the preceding and/or following sentences by a space. 
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12.6 Showing Register 


\ 
A 


U 
SAT 
ee | 


VEX . 
J) 


1 


The following symbols are placed before and after a phrase to mark various registers. Each register has four modes; the first indicates register only while the second mode 


indicates a proper name or foreign word/phrase written alphabetically. For the third and fourth modes (Transcriptive and Transliterative), see next page. 


Narrative: 


Standard 


Alphabetic 


z % 


Transcriptive* 


Transliterative* 


%* > 
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Discursive: 


Parenthetical: o* 4 


Cogitant: ’ S 


Exemplificative: i aA 


Specificative: @e¢ VV 


* see Sec. 12.6.1 below 


12.6.1 Transcriptive & Transliterative Modes: The Phonetic Representation (or Suppression) of Adjuncts 


Being a morpho-phonemic writing system, the script does not normally represent adjuncts. Consequently, a written passage may have different spoken interpretations by a 
reader, i.e., it is up to the reader whether to utilize adjuncts or not when reading aloud a written passage in the language. 


Nevertheless, in certain circumstances such as when reading poetry or song lyrics, reading the script of a play, or a word-for-word transcription, it becomes desirable to 
indicate to the reader exactly how a written passage is to be read aloud. This is the purpose of the Transcriptive and Transliterative modes. 

Transcriptive Mode indicates that the word/phrase inside the markers is to be read exactly as standardly written, i.e., without using adjuncts (other than carrier adjuncts). It 
is also used to indicate the functions of both a Quotative Adjunct (see Sec. 4.5.2 of the Design Document) and a Phrasal Adjunct (see Sec. 4.5.4 of the Design Document). 
Transliterative Mode indicates the word/phrase within the markers is one of the following: (1) a phonemic rendering of an adjunct written using Secondary Characters 


written alphabetically, or (2) a Tertiary Character representing a Modular Adjunct, to be read Valence first, then the top “half”, then the bottom “half”. It is also used to 
indicate the function of a Naming Adjunct (see Sec. 4.5.3 of the Design Document). 


12.7 Alphabetic Writing 


Use Secondary Characters and their extensions plus the placeholder character for alphabetic writing of proper names and foreign words, 
f preceded and followed by the appropriate double-dot diacritic (shown later in the Section on writing Register Adjuncts). 


4 Additionally, use the diacritics shown below for vowels, placed above the character for a preceding vowel, under the character for a following 
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ia 7 


Placeholder for 
Alphabetic Writing 


vowel. Use the placeholder character (shown at left) for standalone vowels if necessary. Show 2-vowel conjuncts (including diphthongs) by 
superposing the first vowel diacritic on the placeholder character and underposing the second vowel diacritic. To show a single vowel between 


two single consonants, use the placeholder character with the two consonant extensions at top and bottom, with the vowel diacritic placed 
along the right side of the character. 


é u U 
* _ -_ _ Fo® > ‘ y 4 
a | % 2 ba L 7 


Option to show 2-vowel conjuncts/diphthongs without using a placeholder character: To show a two-vowel conjunct or diphthong preceding a full-consonant conjunct, 
place the first vowel diacritic above the Secondary character and the second vowel diacritic along the right side. To show a following 2-vowel conjunct or diphthong, place 
the first vowel diacritic along the right side and the second vowel diacritic below the character. 


Indicating Stress in Alphabetic Writing: Penultimate stress is unmarked; otherwise, the stressed vowel should be shown on a stand-alone plain vertical bar shown 
here instead of the usual placeholder character. 


Additional Characters for Alphabetic Writing: The character-shape shown at below is utilized in multiple ways as a means of representing foreign 
> words/sounds when writing alphabetically: 


The following extensions on the above character shape indicate secondary vocalicarticulations. The top bar of the shape may take a 
Secondary Character consonantal extension. Additionally, vowel diacritics may by applied above and below these shapes. 


Long Vowel Nasalization Pharyngealization Breathy Voice/Whispered Creaky Voice 


yi a 
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Tones: 
High i Rising Falling Combination tones use two markers, e.g., 


ZZZZZ “Zz 


Use the following bottom extensions on a Secondary place-holder character (with a standard consonantal top extension if applicable): 


Glottal Stop: Ejective Consonant: Velarized/Pharyngealized Consonant: 


kK “Ss & SS >» kb w= 
lb _> r -k A. i 


12.7.1 Showing Carrier Adjuncts/Stems 


Use the appropriate register markers above in Alphabetic mode, and insert a Quaternary Case character between the initial register marker and the first Secondary 
alphabetic character. A full carrier stem may precede the alphabetic register clause per standard rules of writing, or, as a shortcut, place the primary, any tertiary, and 
quaternary characters immediately after the alphabetic register marker before the first Secondary alphabetic character. 


12.8 Script Example 


\G ESN VIS 


WezvwauSburdou yaizxra sai. 
[default Cy]-Stem2-‘fox’-GEO>/2-REA,/9-ADM ‘fork’-RPV-THM 2m/POS 
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‘Be careful, your fork is actually a fennec.’ 


Introduction 4 Case Morphology 8 Adjuncts 12 The Writing System 
1 Phonology 5 Verb Morphology 9 Referentials 13_Numbers 

2 Morpho-Phonology 6 More Verb Morphology 10 Special Constructions 14 The Lexicon 

3 Basic Morphology 7_Affixes 11 Syntax Appendices 


Page 22 of 22 


